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deal to Italy;1 when Germany showed readiness to
increase her imports from the Yugoslavs Dr. Stojad-
inovid was only too pleased. General Goering, it
seems, had also been working with his customary
vigour to bring about a Yugoslav-Bulgarian rapproche-
ment^ in order, presumably, to loosen the Balkan
Entente concluded between Yugoslavia, Roumania,
Turkey and Greece in February 1934 with a view to
preserving the Balkan status quo. In fact Yugoslavia
and Bulgaria signed a Pact of Perpetual Friendship on
January 24th, 1937; although it was later regarded as an
example of Dr. Stojadinovic's generally irresponsible
behaviour, since no assurances from Bulgaria were
required, it was not in itself unwelcome to Yugoslav
public opinion. In March, however, he proceeded to
sign a Treaty of Friendship with Italy, in response, as
it seemed, to Signor Mussolini's pro-Hungarian speech
at Milan in the previous November which had obvi-
ously aimed at the loosening of the Little Entente.
From this time onwards the indignation of Croats,
Slovenes and Serbs, but particularly the latter, was
constantly stimulated by Dr. Stojadinovic's apparently
light-hearted entanglements with the Axis Powers, and
it was believed that he was by no means disinterested
in their commercial relations with the Yugoslavs.
The Treaty with Italy was repugnant to the Slovenes
and Croats on account of a long enmity dating from
Habsburg days; the Dalmatian Croats hated Italy's
Adriatic threats and of course her position at Fiume,
Zara and Lagosta. Both Croats and Slovenes were
sensitive with regard to the miserable conditions in
which the Croat and Slovene minority (about 600,000
1 See below, p. 154.